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1 of the CITY of 
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HE very FER 


and Generous manner 
by | "you! were unanimouſly 
plead to take; of expreſſing 


your Approbancn of this Di- 
* courſe, 
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The DEDICATTION. 


courſe, lays me under a ne- 
ceſſity of eomphyang With 
your Requeſt in the Publi- 
cation of it, tho other wiſe 


neither prepared 3 
ed for the Preſs. 


Bur HOW impelfec A. 


ever the Diſcourſe it ſelf 


Ber ne ene N 


_— __ highly deſerying 


of your utmoſt . And 
Wimme 3 4 N * ity 
10133) DAL a 


on aich oreaſion, dedlaring 
what a Pleaſure. (6148; ton 
21000 l * to 


The DRDISATTOR. 


to obſerve, amongſt my own 
Countrymen, and in my Na- 


tive Place, ſo commendable 
a Zeal for our moſt Holy 
Religion, eſpecially in theſe 
licentious and wicked Times, 


when its Fundamental and 


moſt important Doctrines are 

openly and publickly Attack- 

ed by ſome, whilſt they are 

Miſrepreſented and Ridiculed 
by other s. 


THAT your Care and En- 
deavours for the true intereſt 
of Religion, and the Publick 
good, may be rewarded with 
urunterrupted Bleſſings upon 
A Lou 


You. and your lateſt-Poſterity 
after Lou, is the moſt ſincere 
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Tour moſt obliged, and 
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moſt obedient Servant 
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Exop. xxx!ll. 21, 22, 23. 


tl the Lord fall, Behold there is a 
place by me, and thou ſhot Food af: 
on 4 Rock. 

And it ſhall come ro paſs, awhile oy 605. 

ty paſſeth by, that I will put thee in 


a clift of the. Rock; and will cover 


thee with mine ns while. I paſ by. 
And i will: tale Ger i mine hand, and 

t hon ſpalt ſee my ack-phrts : but my 
Leet. ſhall. not be N * 


N. the preceding parts of this Chapter we 
have an account of a very familiar Con- 
verſation that happen d betwixt God and 
| his. Servant Moſes; Inſomuch that the 
Lord talked with Moſes, as it is ſaid in the oP 
verſe, and in the 117, that che Lor . 
zo Moſes face to face, as a Man ſpeaketh unto 
his Friend. A Condeſcention this, ſuch as is 
no Where recorded, ever to have paſſed be- 

A twirt 
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twixt God and Man, and deſigned very pro- 
dably ( chough. that indeed is not expreſſiy 
afſerted) to-procure the greater Reyerence and 
Authority to Moſes amongſt the Iſraelites, who 
without the moſt manifeſt atteſtations of his 
Divine. Miſſion, that could be given even by 


God himſelf, were too A. Nen and refracto- 


ry to pay a due ſubmiſſion to his Vicegerent. 
But whatever was the motive to this extra- 


ordinary Familiarity, it embolden'd Moſes to 


make a double Requeſt to God, in whoſe 


fight he had found ſuch particular Grace and 
Favour: Ihe former was in behalf of his 
People, the Iſraelites; that he would continue, 


as before, to vouchſafe his ſpecial preſence to 


them: The latter, the moſt remarkable, and 


which more particularly falls under our pre- 


ſent conſideration, was in behalf of himſelf, 


name Ys that he would give him a more per- 


fect View, and a fuller Diſplay of his great 
Glory, than ever he had been pleaſed to do 
before. Aud he faid, I beſeech thee ſhew me thy 
Glory v. 18. In anſwer whereunto God was 
pleaſed to ſay in the 20h v. Thou canſt not 
ſee my Face: for there ſhall no Man ſee me and 
live. The requeſt thou makeſt is more than 
can be granted thee; it being impoſſible that 
my Face, i. e. the full Splendor and Glory of my 
Majeſty, ſhould ever be ſeen by any mortal 
Man, it being too dazling and reſplendent 
for Human Nature to bear or comprehend. 
Thus far however I will comply thy 

urio- 
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Curioſity, Behold, faith he, in the words of 


my Text, '#here is a place ly me, and thou ſhalt 
ſtand upon a Rock, And it ſball come e. 
while my Glory paſſeth by, that I will put t 

in a clift of the Rock, and will cover thee with 
mine hand while 1 paſs by. And I will take a 
way mine hand, and thou ſbalt ſee my bal parts 

but An ot be ſeen. 


FROM theſe words I ſhall inſiſt on 7 
following particulars 


If, ENDEAVOUR to ſhew what may 
moſt probably be meant by the expret- 
fion in the Text of ſeeing the face or 
glory of God, and how his face and backs 
. are to Kew underſtood oy us. 19 


Nah. 1 SHALL enforce the Poatine chat 
naturally ariſeth from the words, name- 
ly, that God may and hath revealed ſome 
Things, which though Incomprehenſible 
to us in this life, yet ſhould — Aer 
to be received and aſſented to. 

lah. I SHALL conſider the Objections 
made againſt it by the Deiſt and Unbe- 
lieder, and endeavour to ſhew the Weak- 
neſs and e of them. "196 


Ann Laſtly [ mall concluile with a few 
| Reflexions upon the whole, 
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I/. THEREFORE I am to. ſhew what 
may fairly and rationally be meant by the 
expreſſion in the Text, of. {ering the face or 
glory of Cod, and how his face and n 
are to be underſtood by us. © 2 


Tit method God Al of; converſing whh 
Moſes about things relating to his People IC 
rac], was, as the Old Teſtament informs us, 
out of a Pillar, ſometimes of a Cloud, and ſome- 
times of Fire. In this Pillar was the Shekinah 
or ſpecial Preſence of God, which uſually ſtood 
at the Door of the Tabernacle, - where there 
had been frequent intercourſe betwixt God 
and Moſes, and that with far greater freedom 
and familiarity, than with any other Prophet 
either before ox ſince. This, one would have 
thought, was ſo great an inſtance of Good- 
neſs and: Condefcention, ſo clear a commu- 
nication. of God's divine Favour and ſpecial 
Preſence to Moſes, that nothing more could 
with any ſhew of decency, have been deſired 
by him. Indeed Aoſes was a Perſon ſo a 
proved of God, of ſuch fingular Modeſty and 
deference in his whole demeanor, - that what- 
ever was amiſs in this requeſt, I ſhould' ra- 
ther impute, not ſo much to any - obliquity 
in . Moſes himſelf, as to the obſtinacy and 
perverſenefs of the People he had to deal 
with, a ſtiff-necked and untratable Genera- 
tion of Men, that was never to be pleaſed, 
never to be contented, though gratified in 
LY every 
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every thing they could either ask or think. 
But be that as it will, the Requeſt made was 
to this effect, That God would vouchſafe a. 
more full and perfect knowledge of Himſelf, 
than ever he had been pleaſed to do before. 
Though he had often appearcd in the Cloud 
and in the Fire, that it ſeems was not now e- 
nough: as he had often zalked with Moſes 
face to face, ſo nothing now would ſatisfy 
his curioſity but that he muſt nceds ſee him 
face to face too; the Cloud and the Veil 
muſt be taken away, and he mult ſee and be 
acquainted with the face and with the glory, 
with the very nature and eſſence of God. And 
as this is the purport of the Requeſt made to 
God by Moſes, ſo by the anſwer made by 
God to it, it will evidently appear what is 
to be meant by the back-parts and face of God 
in the Text. Since, faith he, thou art fo 
very deſirous of ſeeing my Glory, I will gratify 
thy Curioſity ſo far as thy Nature is capable 
of it; for while my Glory paſſeth by, I will put 
thee in the clift of the Rock, may thou ſhalt ſee 
my back-parts 13 no Man ſhall ſee. my —_ and 


live. As long as we arc confind to this. 


Earthly Tabernacle, we may indeed ſee the 
bach. parts of God, but his face cannot be 
ſeen; our conceptions of, Divine Truths are 


in the preſent life ſhort. and imperfect, the 
clearer and fuller view of them is reſerved: 
to us for the happineſs of the next. e now 


ſee through a glaſs darkly, but then face to face, 


000 
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now 'we know in part but then ſball we know 
even as alſo we are known, as the Apoſtle ex- 


preſleth it in his 1/7 Ep. to the Cor. 13. 12. 


HAvING thus explain'd what is moſt fairly 


and rationally to be meant by the Expreſſions 


in the Text of the back-parts and face of God, 
I procced in the 24 place to enforce the Do- 
ctrine that naturally ariſeth from the words, 
namely, that God hath, and may reveal ſome 
truths, which tho' Izcomprehenſible to us in 


this Life, yet ſhould and ought to be re- 
ccived and aſſented to. 


Tux caution given by God to Moſes not 
to be over-curious in matters above his reach 
and comprehenſion, is a proper ſuggeſtion to 
all others, humbly to acquieſce in the Diſ- 
coveries and Revelations made by him con- 
cerning the Myſteries of our Religion, which 
though obſcurely and but in part revealed to 
us, yet are as much as our Natures, under 
their preſent frail and imperfe@ circumſtan- 
ces, are capable of receiving. N 


THis incomprehenſibility of things in this 
preſent Life, is occaſion d by the neceſſary 
imperfections all human conceptions are ſub- 
ject to in things relating to another Life; 


We are as Clay in the hands of the Potter who 


may mould and frame us as he pleaſeth; It 
is God that gave us our ſenſes and under- 
ftandings, and it was in his power to aſſign 
the limits of them, to what particular . 2 

jects 


MYSTERIES in RELIGTON.. 7 


jects they were to extend, and how far, and in 
what meaſure we were to comprehend them; 
and it is by no means a reaſon ſufficient to 
reject a Doctrine, becauſe it is not fully com- 
prehended by us. Canſt thou by ſearching find. 
out God? Canſt thou find out the Almighty unto | 
perfection. faith Job, chap. 11. 7. Bel faith. | 
he, Cod is great, and we know him not, touching 1 
the Almighty, we cannot find him out : his Great- 
neſs is unſearchable. * No man can find out the- 
work that God doth from the beginning to the 
end: b Tho a man labour to ſeek it out, yet ſhall . 
he not find it. Tea tho a wiſe man think to | 
know it, yet ſball he not be able to find it, *God 
hath done great things and unſcarchable, marvel- | 
lous things, d paſt finding out, e great things doth | | 
he, which we cannot comprehend. So the Au- 4 
thor of the Book of Eccl. ch. 11. 5. As thou 4 
knoweſt not what is the way of the Spirit, nor 
| how-the bones do grow in the womb of her that 
is with child: even ſo thou knoweſt not the works. 
of God, who maketh all. O the depth of the 
riches, ſaith the Apoſtle, both of the wiſdom 
and knowledge of God] there is no ſearching of 
his underſtanding. Rom. 11. 33. f We know not 
the thoughts of the Lord, neither underſtand we 
his counſel. 5 Who knoweth. the power of his an- -— 
ger, and the h thunder of his power who can un- 1 


derſtand? i How unſearchable are 2 
and his ways paſt finding out? his judgments are 
a Eccl.3. 11. b Ch. 5. 1p. e Jb. f. 9. d Ch. . 10. 
e- Ch. 37. K. f Mic. 4. 1a. g W "a h Job. 5. be 

; a great 


i Rom. 23. 33. K PL. 36.6, 
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—— — — —E—t —— oor — - ww 


be CREDIBILITY of 


a great Deep. * What Man knoweth the things o 
a Man, ſave the Spirit of a Man which is in 
him? Even ſo the things of God knoweth no 
Man, but the Spirit of God. Mt are not able to 
comprehend what is the breadth and length and 
* and height; and to know the love of God, 
which paſſeth all knowledge. *© Verily O God, thou 
art a God that hideſt thy ſelf, ſaith Iſaiah, and 
as the Apoſtle adds, d dwelling in the light, 
which no Man can approach unto. 


INDEED the Holy Scripture abounds with 
almoſt innumerable Texts to the ſame pur- 
poſe; and yet notwithſtanding all this, how 
doth the Deiff upbraid and ridicule the . 
erious Doctrines of our molt Holy Religion as 
not to be comprehended, and ' unintelligible. 
That they cannot be comprehended by us we 
acknowledge, tho' anintelligible they are not, 
ſince the Doctrines of Chriſtianity cannot be 
ſaid not to be known or underſtood, becauſe 
not wholly but in part revealed to us. So 
far as they are revealed to us, ſo far we un- 
derſtand them : Could we frame no Ideas at 
all of ſuch things, they then indeed would 
be unintelligible, but ſome Ideas we have of 
them, tho obſcure and imperfect ones, and 
ſo far we aſſent to them as we know and 
underſtand them and no farther. Which ſhews 
the apparent difference there is betwixt incom- 
prehenſible and unintelligible. 

a 1 Cor, 2. 11. b Eph. 3. 18. c Ch. 45. 15. d 1 Tim. 6. 16. 

| HAD 
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"Hap Myſteries been unintelligible or uncom 
n in Wemerdei, God could never have 
revealed them to us; the truths revealed arc 
fully comprehended by God himſelf, and all 
he requires from us is ſo far to give our a- 


ſents to them, as the imperfections of our 
nature will admit. 


Trex diſtinction we meet with of ſome 
Doctrines being above, ſome contrary to out 
reaſon doth moſt appoſitly fall in in this place; 
A Doctrine reveald, if implying a contradicti- 
on, or contrary to the received principles of 
our reafon muſt and ought to be rejected by 
us. But if the object of it be only diſpropor- 
tionate to our underſtandings, and the man- 
ner how it is ſo cannot poſſibly be conceiy- 
ed by us, as is the caſe of all Aſterious Do- 
frines: ſuch truths being not contrary to, but 
only above our reaſon, they may without 
any ſcruple be received by us. Tis enough 
for us that the truth of the Doctrine harh 
been reveal'd by God, nothing being more 
evident then that Whatever God declares, 
muſt be true; tho the manner how tis true 
may ſtill remain a ſecret to us. Thus our 
own Reaſon informs us, that there can be 


but one Divine Nature, and yet it is reveal. 


to us in Holy Scripture, that Father, Son, an 
Holy Ghoſt, are one God, It is not contrary to 
our Reaſon, tho' it be above it, that each of 
chem ſhould be diſtinctly God, and conſe- 


B quently 
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quently. that theſe Three ſhould be but One. 
We aſſent to this Truth upon the Teflimony 

of God, he having thought fit to reveal it; 
tho' the manner how 'tis true be hidden from 
us; and muſt continue to be ſo, till our fa- 
culties are enlarged, and we are tranſlated 
into thoſe bleſſed Regions, where all ſuch 
Myſteries will be clear d up to us. We have 
light ſufficient to guide us in the ways of our 
duty here, and to conduct us to eternal Hap- 
pineſs hereafter. As God hath ſupply d our 
wants, and reliev'd our neceſſities, it is of 
no great moment whether he will gratify 
our curioſity or no. We ought, to be thank- 
full that We know ſo _—_ rather than to 
be. diflatigfy'c d that we know no more, rather 
to improve to pious. and religious purpoſes 
the light that hath been given, us, than to 
murmur and repine, becauſe it is no greater; 
with all deference and humility to embrace 
the great Auyſteries of our moſt Holy Religion, 


and auge n n es Suck spe 
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Bor that no light may be wanting 1135 
Te be afforded us in, ſo abſtruſe a point as 
is, I ſhall deſcend in the 34 7 to con- 
mw: the, objections made againſt it by the 
Deiſt and Unbeljever, and endeavour to ſhew 
BK weakneſs and inſufficiency of them. 


Va at is is chigfly urg d in prejudice to the 
| 9 Doctrine 
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Doctrine I have choſe to inſtance in, is in 
the 1/? place, that whatever is incomprehenſible 
is as to us in all appearance falſe too; ar 
leaſt that we can give no aſſent either to the 
truth or falſhood of it, as long as it continues 
to remain ſo. And are we, then to pro- 
nounce every thing to be falſe, that we do 
not perfectly underſtand? Sure it is that 
what is unintelligible at one time may be 
intelligible at another. Thus ſome things 
are more clearly reveald to us than they 
were to our forc-fathers before and under 
the Jewiſh Diſpenſation. What was obſcure, 
and in a manner. incomprehenſible to them, 
is to us made clear, diſcernable and plain. 
Jeſus Chriſt hath brought 1;fe and immortality 
zo light thro the Goſpel; Our comprehenſion 
of things being much improv'd by the Reve- 
lation that hath been given us. So the A- 

-paſtle argues, 2 who. commanaed the light to 
ſbine out of darkneſs, hath now ſhined . our 
hearts, and b called us out of Darkneſs into his 
marvellous light... For we that before had our 
© uwaer ſtandings darkned 277 were alienated from 
the life f God thro 2 iguorance 4 at was in 
us, haue now received the d knowledge 0 the truth. 

Unto us is given to know the 75 eries of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. * Now is made manifeſt. to 


all; Nations,, the Myſtery which was kept ſecret 


fuse the world began, even the * hidden wiſdom 


a 2 Cor. 4. 6. b 1 Pet. 2. 9. '< Eph. 4. 18. d Heb. 
10. 26. e Mat, 13. 11. f Rom. 16. 25, 26. g 1 Cor. 2. 7. 


B 2 of 
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of God, For now we know that the Son of God 
is come, and hath given us an underſtanding that 
we may know him that is true, and be in him 
that is true, even in his Son Fe ſus Chriſt, We 
have a more clear and better view of things 
than our Fore-fathers that were before us, the 
eyes of our Underſtandings being Enlighten'd 
by the clearer Revelation made to us. And 
as many things are clear to us, which our 
Fore-fathers had but an obſcure glympſe of, 
fo many things are incomprehenſible to us 
in this Life, which may be caſily appre-- 
hended by us in the next; as there are many 
things not diſcernable to us in our Infant- 
ſtate, which are cafily diſcoverd in our riper 
years. So that. the preſent incomprehenſibi. 
lity of the Myſterious Doctrines of the Chriſti. 
an Religion is no argument at all againft the 
truth of them. In common Life we cannot 
but obſerve the vaſt difference there is in the 
parts and capacities of one Man above ano- 
ther; An abſtruſe point ſhall by ſome Men 
be quickly diſcern d and ſeen into, which by 
others of flow and inferior capacities is not 
by the utmoſt ſtudy and induſtry ever to be 
underſtood. And as ſome difficult abſtruſe 
Truths are actually comprehended by ſome 
Men, which are incomprehenſible to others, 
to. no doubt the Bleſſed Angels, who are Beings 
of a ſuperior 'order to all human Creatures, 
are by their enjoyment of the Beatific if on, 
\ + I Joh. 'F. 20. | 


let 
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let into the knowledge of ſome Ayſterious 
Truths, ſuch as are undiſcernable by mortal 
Eye. It is therefore by God alone, becauſe 
he alone is of infinite Perfection and Know- 
ledge, that every the moſt A/y/terious Truth 
is comprehended. The Spirit of God ſearcheth 
the deep things of God : The things of God know- 
eth no man 2 the Spirit of God. 1 Cor. 10. 11. 
So that no human knowledge whatſoever can 
be the ſtandard of Truth or Falſhood, and a 
Myſtery. may be true, tho' not comprehenſi- 
ble to our finite capacities in this Life. 


Bur ſuppoſing barely that it may be true, 
tho' not to be comprehended in the preſent 
ſtate, yet the Dfiaet carries the. objection Mill. 
further, denying in the. 24 place that any 
ſufficient evidence: can be given of it, and 
where no ſufficient evidence can be had of 
any matter; it is the ſame thing to him. as 


if it were really falfe.. 


Now the fallacy of this reaſoning will be 
eaſily made appear by fixing the proper li- 
mits to what the Ifidel. calls his ſufficient 
Evidence. 


To have: demonſtrative Evidence of the 
truth of a Propoſition, it is not neceſſary 
that we be able to anſwer every perplexing 
difficulty that may be rais d about it. To 


begin with an inſtance in the viſible Creation. 
99 It 
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It is capable of Demonſtration that Matter 
was not from all Eternity, and that conle- 
quently it muſt have been created; We arc 
certain too that the parts of Matter are mu— 
tually connected and join'd together. This 
is lo cvident at firſt fight that no rational 
Man makes any doubt or ſcruple about it; 
and yet the manner how a thing can be 
created, or how its parts are ſo join'd and 
connected together, is, and always will be 
out of the reach of Human Comprehenſion. 
In things relating to this World we aſſent 
to numberleſs Propoſitions, which cannot be 
entirely cleared up, and mult the ſame pri- 
vilege be denied us in Religious matters ? 
Thus St. Paul argues in the great Myſtery of 
the Reſurrection. Behold, ſaith he, in his 1 
Ep. to the Cor. 15. 51. and $2. verſes, J 
ſhew you a Myſtery; we ſhall not all ſleep, but 
we ſhall all be changed, in a Moment, in the 
twinkling of an Eye, at the laſt Trump, ( for the 
Trumpet ſhall ſound) and the Dead ſhall be raiſed 
incorruptible, and we ſhall be changed. So like- 
wiſe St. John in his 1 Ep. 3. 2. Behold, ſaith 


he, now are we the Sons of God, and it doth 


not yet appear what we ſhall be, but we know 
that when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him, 
for we ſhall ſee him as he is. We aſſent to 
theſe Ahyſteries of our great Change and Simi- 
litude to Chriſt at the Reſurreion upon the 
teſtimony of God, who hath revealed them 


to us. Had theſe never been revealed. we 


could 
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could not have conceived any notion at all 
of them, and now they are revealed, it is 
not neceſſary before we give our aſſent to 
the truth of them, that we be able to diſco- 
ver what this great Change of ours ſhall be, 
and wherein our being {ike to Chriſt ſhall con- 
fiſt. We have ſufficient Evidence for both. 
as proceeding from God, who can neither de- 
ceive nor be deceived. And tho great diffi- 


culties may be ſtarted about the manner of 
Change and how our Similitude with Chriſt 


this 
can be accounted for, yet we may reſt ſatiſ⸗ 


fied, that ſo it will be, ſince * God 1s faithful 
who hath. Promiſed, neither ſhall there fail one 


word of all his good Promiſes. His words are true. 
and his+ counſels are faithfulneſs and truth : The 


word that he ſhall ſpeak ſhall come to paſs; He 


ill ſay the word and will perform it. | 


Burt Laſtly, if, as the Deiff contends, no- 


evidence is ſufficient, where ſome difficulties 
remain unanſwerable, the good Man will be 


diveſted of all motives to Obedience in this 


life, and all hopes of Happineſs in the next. 
Thus God hath declared that the good Man 
ſhall be rewarded. in another life; this quick- 
ens him in his Duty in proſpe& of the re- 
ward! God hath -ſo/ graciouſly promiſed him: 
'Tis true indeed he cannot explain what the 


reward promiſed ſhall be, nor ſolve all the dif- 


ficulties relating to, it, yet ſtill he has Evidence 


Heb. 11. 11. f Ia. 25. 1. 4 Ez. 12. 25. 


% * \" D \ ſufh- 
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1} ſufficient that 2 his labour ſhall not be in vain 
If in the Lord. Hath God ſaid it and ſhall he 
not do it? or hath he ſpoken, and ſhall he not 
male it good. I have ſpoken it, ſaith the Lord, 
it 1.will alſo bring it to paſs, I have purpoſed it, 
1 will alſo do it : d 1.will not repent, neither avill 


I turn back ſrom it. 


| 
| 
Bur Laſtly, what the Deiff hath to urge 
| in the laſt place, is, that he cannot be per- 
{waded that a good God can deal ſo wnreafor- 
ably with his Creatures, as to expoſe them to 
| difficulties without cauſe, to reveal a Reli- 
gion myſterious and obſcure, which he might 
as well have made plain and eaſy. Indeed 
had God required any thing of .his Creatures 
either repugnant to, or inconſiſtent with their 
| Reaſon, they might have complain'd of him 
as an hard Maſter, requiring Brick where there 
bl. was no Straw, but the caſe, we know, is 
quite otherwiſe. No Doctrine whatſoever, 
that is apparently abſurd, that after due ex- 
amination, appears repugnant to our | Reaſon, 
is to be received by us under the notion of 
a Myſtery. Before we embrace any Religious 
| Doctrine, we are obliged to conſult, not de- 
ol. ny our Reaſon, and nothing can poſlibly be 
Fi the Object of our Faith, that hath any thing 
bl | in it contradictory thereto; Tis upon this 
1 account our Church rejects the Doctrine of 


1 d Jer. 14. 28. | | 137-6 
1 Tranſub- 
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Tranſubſtantiation, tho profeſied by the Romiſb 
under the notion of a Ayſtery; and that be- 
cauſe of the manifeſt repugnancy it bcars both 
to Senſe and Reaſon. How plauſible ſocvcr 
the pretence be of its being a Doctrine reveal- 
ed in Scripture; yet containing, as we appre- 
hend, a plain and manifeſt contradiction in 
it, we diſclaim and reject it as crroncous and 
falſe, and abſolutely impoſlible to be taught 


by God. 


How is it then that God acts unreaſonably 
with his Creatures in revealing a Ay/terious 
Religion to them? Since as Myſterious as it is, 


yet it contains nothing contrary to our Reaſon, 


and the more ſublime its A44y/teries are, the 
nobler Entertainment doth it afford of our 
beſt and moſt exalted Reaſon. Had the Chri- 
ſtian Religion been ſo plain and eaſy as the 
Deiſt would have it, God's Revclations to us 
muſt have been confined within a narrow 
compaſs ; nothing muſt have been told us 


relating te the perfections of his own Nature, 


nor to the things of another World; the con- 
templation whereof, tho' Myſterious, and but 
in part revealed to us, is the nobleſt Enter- 
tainment for the rational Mind even in this 
life, and the moſt real Happineſs it is capable 


of enjoying. It is therefore the pure Iſſue of 


his abundant goodneſs, ſo far is God from 
dealing anreaſonably with his Creatures, that 
he hath made ſuch noble and ſublime Truths 

C the 


| 
: 


h_—_ — 


* —— is 


6 _ — — * 


18 The CREDIBILITY of 


the ſubje& matter of his Revelations to them. 
He was not oblig'd in ſtrict Juſtice to give 
us any Revelation at all, much leſs in that 
perfection the Deiſt would have it, ſuppoſing 
our naturcs capable of receiving it; and ſthee 
God never doth any thing without ſufficient 
reaſon he ſhould be cautions in pronouncing 
every thing unreaſonable that he doth not or 
cannot ſee the reaſon of. * For thinkeſt thou 
that God is ſuch an one as thy ſelf? this ways 
are not as our. ways, nor his thoughts as our 
thoughts. But as the Heavens are higher than 
the Earth, fo are his ways higher than our ways, 
and his thoughts than our thoughts. | 


Bur Laſtly, I ſhall conclude with a few 
Reflexions upon the whole. 


AND 1/f, If, as hath been made appear, 
God hath and may reveal ſome things, which 
tho incomprehenſible to us in this Life, yet 
Mould and ought to be aſſented to, then we 
ſhould be the more cautions of forming lof- 
ty conceptions of our ſelves or accompliſh- 
ments, nor ſo raſh as to ſet our Reaſon above 
Revelation, our weak imperfect acquirements 
in human Wiſdom, above the Sublime, A4- 


ſterious and moſt important Dot#rines of God's 


Holy word; nor place any confidence in the 
leſſer Truths, if we may call em ſo, of hu- 
man Wiſdom and vain Philoſophy, any fur- 
. r56, 1 4 I 55.86, 9. © 1 

| ther 
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ther than as ſubſervient to thoſe infinitly far 
ſuperior ones of Holy Scripture, the only 
real fountain of true Wiſdom and ſolid 
ſatisfaction; nor ſhould we ſo far value our 
ſelves upon the mighty force of our own 
reaſonings, as to reject things of a more ſub- 
lime nature, becauſe above, and in appear- 
ance only contrary to that Reaſon we ſo much 
boaſt of, and are apt to make ſuch a 
noiſe about. Revelation we are ſure, is found- 
ed upon the Veracity of God himſelf, and 
whatever comes immediately from him muſt 
be certain and evident beyond diſpute ; where- 
as the beſt Argument we can have that our 
imperfect Reaſonings have any thing at all ot 
certainty in them, is becauſe they are as 
Rays proceeding from that Eternal fountain 
of Light. the Author and giver of all good gifts. 
So that indeed the beft uſe we can pollibly 
make of them, is with all Modeſty and Hu- 
mility to reſign and ſubmit them to the re- 
veal'd dictates of God's moſt Holy Word, the 
proper ſtandard of true Wiſdom and Know- 
tedge, the only rule we may ſafely walk by 
and acquictce in, and conform our lives and 
actions to. The Reaſoz of Man, however 
valued and applauded by us, muſt act in ſub- 
ordination to God, and we never do any 
thing more agrecably to Reaſon, nor govern 
our underſtandings ſo well, as when we ſub- 
mit our imperfect conceptions to the moſt 
perfect and enlighten d underſtanding; there 
gt C2 being 


** 
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being nothing more evident than that our 
Reaſon cannot err, when it rcſigns it ſelf to 
God, who is the ſupreme and moſt ixfallible 


Reaſon, 


BUT 24ly, What I would obſerve further 
upon the caſe is this. That it is not only 
upon the Authority of God enjoyning it, 
that Ayſterious Doctrines are to be aſſented to, 
but becauſe the frame of Chriftianity neceſſa- 
rily requires that there ſhould be Aſteries; 
and conſequently it is impoſſible that the 
Doctrines thereof fhould be ſo plain and eaſy, 
as the Deiſt would inſinuate that they might 
have been. Had our firſt Parents conducted 
themſelves according to the light that Nature 
had given them, had they never fallen from 
their original ſtate of Innocence and Know- 
ledge in which they were created; then in- 
deed the whole Oeconomy of things might 
have been quite different; not only no A. 
flerious Doctrines reveal d to us in the Goſpel, 
but no occaſion for any Goſpel at all; Na- 
rural Light would have been ſufficient, and 
no Myſteries neceflary to be ſuperadded to or 
join'd with it. But the face of things is 
much alter'd, and to reinſtate us in the fa- 
your of God anew, the AMy/tery of our Re- 
demption became neceſſary, that the Son of God 
ſhould be made Fleſh, that he ſhould ſuffer in 
eur Nature and dye for us: there was an ab- 
ſolute neceſſity of a Propitiatory Sacrifice and 

of 
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of an infinite Satisfaction, things which now 
ſo puzzle and amuſe your fine Reaſoners, and 
perplex, and diſcompoſe the Atheiſtical and un- 
believing part of the World. Immediately 
upon our tranſgreſſion ſome ſatisfaction be- 
came neceſſary to an offended God; It was 
impoſſible that a finite Sacrifice, that the 
blood of Bulls or Goats ſhould make ſatis- 
faction to infinite Juſtice, ſo that the Son 
of God incarnate became neceſſary to pro- 
cure for us a Redemption, which no leſs a 
Sacrifice could pofftbly have accompliſh'd. 


Bur Laſtly; The laſt Reflexion 1 ſhall 
make npon the whole ſhall be this. That 
were there no other reaſon for revealing H- 
fferies, yet the deſign of God is ſufficiently 
vindicated, becauſe they are the moſt prevail- 
ing Motive to our Obedience, and a very great 
incitement to Virtue and Holineſs. Indeed 
the Deiſt affirms ihat it being impoſſible that 
any proper Ideas can be had in this life of 
things relating to another World, tis to no 
purpoſe to reveal any thing about them, ſince 
the Objects of Senſe and Reaſon would have 
done as well without any reference to any 
thing beyond them. But how imperfect ſo- 
ever our notions may be of the Rewards and 
Happineſs of a future life, which God hath 
no otherwiſe revealed to us than by analogy 
and lilene ſs to the things of this World; tho 
the Keſurrection of our Bodies at the final 


Judg- 
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Judgment, our likeneſs. to Chriſh, and the + 
rious. 25 


hange they ſhall then reccive, be at pre- 
ſent lets and Myſterious to us. yet the 


diſcovery of them even thus far is highly. ex- 


pedient to make us good and virtuews, to 


preſs forward towards the mark for the prize 


Af the high-calling of God in Chriſt Feſus. For 
9. We were never ſo well convinced of the 


native beauty and excellence of Yixzne, yet 
that would not avail us much, to reſtrain the 
unruly, inclinations, of our Nature; the moſt 
it could do, wo uld be to raiſe our admira- 
tion, but 1 the Revelation of a future 
Reſurrection, and the Glories and Happineſs 
of another life, it could contribute but little 
towards influencing our Practiſe. So that 
how amiable ſogver Virtue may be in it ſelt, 
and however to be purſued and embraced for 
its own ſake, yet the Scripture. tells, us that 
Moſes had reſpect unto the Recom of the 
Reward; and our Saviour himſelf for the Foy 
that was ſet before him endurd the G and 
deſpisd the Shame, Heb. 12. 2. ne) 

As abſurd therefore as the A4 oferic of thi 
Goſpel may be repreſented to us by the Dei/t 
and Unbeliever, let us look upon them in a- 
nother view, not as deſign'd to puzzle and 
confound us, but as the moſt inviting mor 
tives to Holineſs and Virtue, as Myſteries of 
love and mercy to us; and therefore out of 
love to our ſelves, and gratitude. to the great 
| Reveal- 
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Revealer of them, let us with joy and thank- 
fulneſs believe and eſpouſe them. This is a 
Faith beſt becoming our reaſonable Nature, 
and ſuch as we ought all to labour for; ſuch 
as will remove all Scepticiſin from our Unaer- 
ſtandings and Wickedueſs from our Wills; ſuch 
as will carry us thro all Temptations here, 
and crown us with Glory and Immortality here- 
after; and tho' at preſent attended with ſome 
inſuperable Difficulties, ariſing from the infir- 
mities and imperfections of our Nature, yet 
the Beatific Viſion will ſhortly come, which 
will unravel all, and bring us to the fruition 
of Father Son and Holy Ghoſt, three Perſons 
and one God, to whom be all Honour and Glory, 


Dominion and Power, now and for evermore. 
Amen. 
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